Intoxicating Orchids

for saxophone, harpsichord
and ensemble

Richard Whalley



Intoxicating Orchids

for Rebecca Miller and the New Professionals Orchestra
with John Barker, sax

Instrumentation Suggested Layout

Flute (doubling Piccolo)
Clarinet in Bb
Bass Clarinet

Solo Saxophone (soprano / alto)
Percussion (1 player)
(marimba, claves, guiro, 3 susp cymbals,
vibraslap, rainstick, whip, sizzle cymbal)
Harpsichord
2 Violins
2 Violas

2 Celli
Double Bass

Scorein C Total Duration: c. 25 mins




(i) Stanhopea — page 1
(if) Acineta — page 4
(iii) Encyclia — page 11
(iv) Gongora — page 25
(v) Ceologyne — page 39

(vi) Stanhopea — Page 49



Performing instructions

- Each movement depicts the scent of a different type of orchid, and should
have its own distinct character.

- Stanhopea (mvt 1) is a duet for saxophone and harpsichord (with a small
contribution from the clarinet), and is unconducted. This movement should be
rehearsed independently from the ensemble.

- In Gongora (mvt 4) the wind (unconducted) work independently from the rest
of the ensemble, which is conducted. For co-ordination purposes a reduction
of the ensemble’s music is given in the wind parts, aligned as the music
should fit together. It is highly recommended that the sax, piccolo and bass
clarinet players get together for a sectional to work on bars 96 to the end prior
to the first rehearsal.

The clarinet solo is at the same tempo as the ensemble, just metred
differently. The saxophonist is the only player who has to deal with the metric
modulation in bar 58, after which he or she plays at 1_ times the speed of the
rest of the ensemble. Following the next metric modulation (bar 95) the wind
play once more at the same tempo as the ensemble. For a brief period here
they are conducted (bars 96 — 100), but after that they are, once again
independent, but co-ordinated with each other. Towards the very end (bar
131) the ensemble gets some of its cues from the wind.

It is fine for the wind to play this movement with some flexibility, especially in
order to make room for grace-notes, and it does not matter if they are not
exactly co-ordinated with the ensemble as written BUT it is important that the
basic tempo remains as written and that they stay close. There is some lee-
way given by the pauses in bars 54 and 94, but not a lot.

- In the rest of the piece the wind work together with the conductor in the
traditional sense.

Richard Whalley (07931 742817)

- Please note that Gongora, Ceologyne and the final Stanhopea run without a
break.

- Saxophone multiphonics are taken from Daniel Kientzy, Les Sons Multiples
aux Saxophones, Editions Salabert, Paris 1982. Bass clarinet multiphonic is
taken from Henri Bok / Eugen Wendel, Nouvelles Techniques de la Clarinette
Basse, Editions Salabert, Paris (1989). These are suggested fingerings only,
and if something else works better that’s fine.

Programme note

In the summer of 2003 | was fortunate to have the opportunity to spend a
month composing at the La Mortella gardens on the Italian island of Ischia.
This is where William Walton lived, and whilst he composed his wife, Lady
Susana created a wonderful tropical garden built into a volcanic cliff face.
Whilst there | became addicted to the scent of the Acineta Superba orchid.
The scent had me utterly intrigued: how could a smell be so complex, so
difficult to fathom, so intoxicating? And this got me thinking about parallels
with music...

Each movement is inspired by the scent of a different orchid — for which | am
grateful to the staff at Kew Gardens, who took me behind the scenes to sniff a
selection of their more scented orchids. It was very important to me to get the
sound-world of this piece right, and the unusual blend of saxophone and
harpsichord fascinated me: the two instruments seem to belong to different
worlds, and both have the ability to define the sound of a piece, so their
combination offers endless possibilities. Although the movements are very
different, there are certain parallels: a preoccupation with very long melodies,
with repetition of the same material in varying contexts, and with jazzy
harmony based on stacked thirds.

April 2007
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11 )Acineta

Flute

Clarinet in Bb

Bass Clarinet
in Bb

Soprano Saxophone

Percussion

Harpsichor

Violin I

Violin II

Viola I

Viola II

Violoncello I

Violoncello II

Double Bass
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108, expressive, with rubato (unconducted)
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continue unconducted, as before
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